
 

 

Topics: Carbon and its Compounds 
Subtopics:Some important Carbon Compounds - Ethanol and Ethanoic acid 

 
Some Important Carbon Compounds 
 
Ethanol or Ethyl Alcohol 

 
 
Properties of Ethanol 
 
1. 

 
2. 

 
 

Ethanoic Acid 
Acetic acid is one of the commonest organic acids and has been known for quite a long time in 
the form of vinegar. It is also present free in a number of fruit juices. In the combined state it 
occurs in many oils and essential oils. 
Formula: CH3COOH, IUPAC Name: Ethanoic acid 
Acetic acid is a colourless, corrosive liquid with a pungent smell at ordinary temperatures. But 
below 290K, it solidifies to an icy mass called glacial acetic acid. 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Reaction with carbonates and hydrogen carbonate: 
Carbonates and bicarbonates are also basic in nature and react with ethanoic acid to form 
salt and water. Carbon dioxide is also formed in the reaction. The chemical equations 
involved are given as: 

 


